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The views presented in this publication are those of the 
writers. 


Jerry and his family, from First Nature Farms, 
are organic food growers. 

Ken, who is bipolar, is an expert in 
mental health topics related to managing his 
illness. He has had to learn to control his 
food choices to avoid adverse side effects. 
Ken is a member of the Roaming Council. 
(The council contributes to their community 
by sharing their experiences of homelessness 
and examples of working solutions.) 

Ken: I have manic depression and take 
lithium to help me control my mood swings. I 
love salt but it is not compatible with the 
lithium. I have ended up in the hospital with 
lithium toxicity almost every month this year. 
Finally I am learning what I can eat and 
what I can't. I did not have any problems 
after eating your organic ham. Why is that 
do you think? 

Jerry: I have had many people tell me 
that they can’t eat certain foods, like chicken 
and sausage. But many of them say the 
same as you - that they don’t have that prob- 


lem with our food. It seems that it is not the _ 
chicken that makes them sick but the addi- _ 
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Campers Just Wanted a Place to Call Home 


The campers at 
the makeshift camp- 
site on the lot west of 
Bissell Centre, dubbed 
E ‘tent city’, have all 
4 moved on but for a 
», few months, they had 
- the security of know- 
ing where they were 
going to sleep at night, 
and had a semi-secure 
place to keep their belongings. Transitory 
and temporary as it was, the camp site for 
many was ‘home’. They had a place where 
they belonged. They had walls to provide pri- 
vacy, flimsy as tent walls are, they knew who 
their neighbours were, and were able to build 
a sense of community. As in any community, 
there were problems, which at first they 
policed themselves, then for the last month 
security moved in to further enforce rules 
and regulations. 

Although they were housed in tents, 
there was a major difference between camp- 
ing at ‘tent city’ and elsewhere in the city — 
it was not illegal. Put up a tent on anyone’s 
property, including that of the three levels of 
government, and that’s illegal. The tent can 
be taken down or destroyed and your stuff 
lost. You never know if it will be still there 
when you return. If another homeless person 
hasn’t come around to scavenge, the park 
rangers, security, or police may have been 
there. 

As an alternative, there are always the 
shelters, but just a very quick look at the 






numbers, and anyone can see that the roughly 


about 1000 shelter beds total could in no way 
shelter the nearer to 3000 absolute homeless 
persons in Edmonton. And a shelter is nota 
home — for most it is a place where you can 
check in, sleep, then get booted out early the 
next morning. If you have any amount of 
stuff, that can’t go in with you, and what is 
taken inside is at high risk of being stolen. 
The women’s shelter is a bit more humane — 
women can actually stay inside all day, and 
have dorm style rooms shared with only a 
few room-mates, but even there, theft is rife. 
Even more important, there is no provi- 
sion for intimacy in shelters. Couples, at 
best, can sleep head to head at the Hope 


Mission warming centre. Other shelters have 
men and women segregated into different 
areas or even into different shelters altogeth- 
er. While it makes things more manageable, 
the importance of relationships — love - is 
just not factored in. 

While some shelters have changed their 
policies in an effort to accommodate couples 
and families, Infrastructure and 
Transportation spokesman Jerry Bellikka 
said there is only so much the authorities 
and agencies can do. 

"The reality is that all we can do is make 
the spaces, the programs and the help avail- 
able," Bellikka said. "But you can't force 
somebody to take that help. We just hope 
they'll realize that there are better options 
than camping in a tent - especially as it gets 
colder." 

Why turn down a perfectly good bed 
(mattress on the floor) in a dorm room with a 
whole lot of other snoring, mumbling, some 
drunk, some high, homeless individuals. 
After standing lined up outside, you get in if 
the place isn’t too full and you are not one of 
the persons who has been permanently 
barred. You are issued ear-plugs, and the 
floor is warm, but you have to watch your 
shoes, and sleep on your back pack. In the 
morning, you are wakened and sent out onto 
the street by 7 a.m. Your cart full of stuff 
may still be where you left it, or it may be 
gone. 

But, hey, there was shelter space avail- 
able so why would anyone want to live in a 
tent even in the summer time? Could be they 
just wanted to sleep in once in a while, or 
take a nap during the daytime? Or they 
wanted to hug their significant other and 
have private conversations; or they, wanted to 


Toor(r 


be able to zip the door shut to just be alone; 
or they wanted to have somewhere to leave 
their belongings when they went out to the 
soup line, rather than having to push that 
cart around, and park it so it is at risk of 
being robbed while they ate? 

Maybe, and this is the most incompre- 
hensible of all, maybe they just wanted to 
have a place to call home. 


By Linda Dumont 


The Learning Link: 


Interview Between Ken Petrachuck and Jerry Kitt 


Jerry Kitt and Ken Petrachuk at the Farmer’s Market.First Nature Farms sell their product at the Old} 
Strathcona Farmer's Market. The farm is a member of the WOOFF program (Willing Workers On Organic | 
Farms), an educational program where people learn the skills of organic farming in exchange for three 
nutritious daily meals and simple lodging. First Nature Farms was the Supplier to Team: Canada for the | 
2000 World Se SURES: 


a? or chemicals that are added to the meat. 





The Real Criminals — Explained 


‘Scary panhandlers’ front- 
page news - ‘panhandler 
hero’ not newsworthy 


I read many articles this summer regard- 
ing the altercation and subsequent death of a 
non-homeless man in Toronto by 4 apparent 


Most people don’t 
realize the brutal 
practices of the 
Social Services in 
Canada... 


‘panhandlers’. There were too many to read 
actually -- about this one isolated incident... 
This first incident happened in Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada; then there was an article 
about a ‘panhandler’ in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada, who saved an old woman from mug- 
gers. This man was about the same age as 
the panhandlers accused of murder in T.O. 
This incident transpired shortly after the for- 
mer. Very interestingly, to me anyway, is 
that I had a hard time finding many articles 
about the latter panhandler and his heroic 
act. Why? 

Having been an activist for 20 years and 
also a formerly ‘scary’ homeless youth who 
grew up a poor boy in the east end of 
Vancouver B.C. I have a lifetime of experience 
to draw on — as well as hard facts. I remem- 
ber well the thrills of auto theft, raising hell — 
and its consequences! I paid my dues to soci- 
ety the hard way. The ‘baddest’—and only 
crime I now do is train hopping — a victimless 
and harmless hobby. I remember the East 
Van Saints, Sunrise Parkers, and The Clarke 
Parkers, many of whom went to jail with long 
sentences; I have known some truly ‘bad’ peo- 
ple too. I think I know a bit about who is a 
‘real’ criminal and who is not. Panhandlers 
are definitely not criminals. These facts, if 
anyone might be interested are available in 
the media, on the Internet, and on our radios 
across the country — but you’ve got to read 
between the lines and not just accept opinions 
on blogs written by non-homeless citizens. 


The facts clearly reveal this: When people 
talk about the homeless, whether they are the 
media reporting, or the ‘general public’, they 
seem to demonize panhandlers, sometimes 
just subtly. Other times not so subtly -- Call it 
merely ‘ignorance’ if you will. Perhaps preju- 
dice, arrogance, or maliciousness could be 
used. Conversely, when speaking of the ‘gen- 
eral public’, or the ‘non-homeless person’, 
they are very careful to paint them as some- 
thing holy and righteous -- untouchable. If 
you do not agree please read on with an open 
mind, I’m sure the ‘general public’ are more 
than willing — since this is a ‘liberal’ country - 
- eh? Further on in this article there are ref- 
erences to actual statistics showing a growing 
trend towards violence against panhandlers 
on the streets of North America perpetrated by 
the ‘general public’. These statistics are from 
the U.S. We do not keep such statistics in 
Canada, not nationally anyway. 

National Anti-Poverty Organization has 
announced they are going to challenge the 
panhandler by-law in Winnipeg -- again. Rob 
Rainer, the executive director of NAPO says 
that the previous challenge to the law did 
succeed in principle in that the by-law was 
altered to address aggression not location, 


and that, without going to court. But the 
city of Winnipeg waffled and has again 
amended it to emphasize location. 

Regarding why some panhandle, Rainer 
said, “Most people don’t realize the brutal 
practices of the social services in 
Canada...most people are ignorant of the 
practices. There needs to be more informa- 
tion for the public”. 

During their meeting in March of 2007, 
Debbie Frost, director of NAPO in 
Saskatchewan, and Rob Rainer, the National 
executive director of NAPO from Ottawa, met 
with Wayne Helgasson of the Social Planning 
Council, Harold Dyke, Social activist and 
poverty advocate, and members of labour, as 
well as the lawyer representing NAPO — 
lawyer Byron William, of the Public Interest 
Law Centre. 

They have already a general outline of the 
challenge -- A copy of which can be obtained 
by contacting Byron William at PILC, 
bywil@legalaid.mb.ca or Rob Rainer at rrain- 
er@napo-onap.ca. It is an outline prepared 
by Elena Mazinani, a law student of 
University of Ottawa. 


By Rodney Graham in Winnipeg 


Laws Against Poor Encourage Violence 


According to several studies in the United 
States it is the homeless and desperate 
youth who have suffered assaults and been 
victims of crime — perpetrated by non-home- 
less individuals in the general public. When 
poor people are assaulted on the street they 
almost never report 
it. But the media 
blows it up big when 
a poor person is pro- 
voked or attacks 
someone of the gen- 
eral public. : 

In The U.S. dur- 
ing the years (1999- 
2003) advocates and 
homeless shelter 
workers have seen an 
alarming rise in 
reports of homeless 
men, women, and 
even children killed, 
beaten, and 
harassed. Since 
1999 the National Coalition for the Homeless 
has been compiling records of abuse against 
the homeless in America. In 2003, nine 


As it becomes 
increasingly difficult 
to afford housing, 
this country is 
turning to jails 
instead of creating 
affordable housing. 


homeless people died as a result of beatings 
by non-homeless individuals. Dozens were 
assaulted on the street. These numbers are 
probably far higher, however, because most 
homeless people do not report abuse. There 
has not been a similar study in Canada. 
Groups like National 
Coalition for the Homeless 
in the States have been 
successful-in challenging 
unjust laws andin 
spreading the word: 
"Instead of the compas- 
sionate responses that 
communities have used to 
save lives in the past two 
decades, the common 
response to homelessness 
is to criminalize the vic- 
tims through laws and 
ordinances that make ille- 
gal life-sustaining activi- 
ties that people experienc- 
ing homelessness are 
forced to do in public," said Donald 
Whitehead, Executive Director of the 


Continued on page 6 


B.C. Government Intervening in Victoria Charter Challenge 


Suit challenges city laws that forbid 
camping in public parksThe Vancouver 
Province Tue 18 Sep 2007 Byline: Suzanne 
Fournier Source: The Province 

"The law, in its majestic equality, forbids 
the rich as well as the poor to sleep under 
bridges, to beg in the streets and to steal 
bread," as Anatole France put it in 1894. 

The B.C. government -- in a bid to protect 
existing laws on the books of most B.C. cities 
that forbids the rich and the poor to sleep or 
camp in public parks -- is intervening ina 
Charter challenge lawsuit that could go all 
the way to Canada's top court. 

A Victoria lawyer defending a group of 
nine homeless people, who first started 
camping out in Cridge Park in 2005, says the 
laws are unconstitutional because they chal- 
lenge the very rights of homeless people to 
exist, if they have nowhere else to sleep or 
leave their belongings but in public parks. 

"There are about 170 shelter beds in 
Victoria and more than 1,200 homeless peo- 
ple," said Catherine Boies Parker. "If there 


are not enough safe, secure places for people 
to sleep and there are blanket prohibitions 
barring them from sleeping on public or pri- 
vate land, it is impossible for them to comply 
with the law. You can't have a law that says 
they do not have a right to exist." 

Boies Parker and her law partner, Irene 
Faulkner, first launched their Charter chal- 
lenge to the City of Victoria's bylaw prohibit- 
ing sleeping in public parks after a group of 
homeless people were evicted in 2005 from 
Cridge Park. The small law firm, acting pro 
bono, argued the Charter rights of the home- 
less were under attack, though Boies Parker 
admits that fight could be costly. 

"We'd rather money was spent on solving 
homelessness than court battles,” she said. 

The City of Victoria lost in B.C. Supreme 
Court on Aug. 13 its bid for a permanent 
injunction against park camping. Then 
lawyer Bruce Jordan, who acts for Victoria 
and many other municipalities, tried to with- 
draw from the suit altogether, meaning the 
Charter challenge would have died. 


But at the 11th hour, the B.C. Attorney- 
General's Ministry stepped in and announced 


_ its intention to intervene in what it saw as a 


Charter challenge against the right of cities 
to enforce laws in public parks. 

On Sept. 7, B.C. Supreme Court Master 
Peter J. Keighley ruled in Victoria that the 
constitutional challenge to two Victoria city 
bylaws should proceed, and the B.C. govern- 
ment asked for time to prepare its case. 

"It could have wide-ranging implications 
for other cities," confirmed B.C. Attorney- 
General spokesman Shawn Robbins. He 
noted that the province is "not intervening to 
take sides but to provide counsel and com- 
ment.” 

Jordan, whose firm acts for the City of 
Victoria as well as several other cities, says it 
is "ironic" that if the suit goes all the way to 
the Supreme Court of Canada, it could cost 
more than providing more safe, affordable 
housing. 

sfournier@png.canwest.com 
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Closure of Edmonton’s Tent 


City September 15th left a 


number of people with no 
alternative but to set up camps 


in the river valley. 





| 





Former "Tent | 
» City" camper | y= 
' Alleges Beating 
by Security 
| Officers 


| Cheryl Kopp alleged that she was beat- 
‘en by security officers at Tent City August 
14th when she attempted to remove her 
"possessions. As a result of the beating, she 
) had bruises on her right shoulder and 

i )right arm, a black eye, skinned knees and 
))ymarks on both wrists from too tight hand- 








) cuffs. 
ee Cheryl said she was one of the first 
rh people to live in Tent City, but was evicted 
§)- “the guys used to flirt with me and got 
Hyangry when I turned them down... 
seb “I came to the gate last night 
(September 14, 2007) to ask for my stuff, 
Hand they (the security officers) pulled me 
Pinside. I was given a violation of trespass- 
Ying ticket for $225. Two of the security 
lofficers were holding me down, and put 
handcuffs on. They slammed me to the 
ground, and that’s how my knees got 
‘scuffed up. They dragged me inside and 
made me sit at the picnic table. After that, 
someone cut up my tent and dumped all 
| my stuff in the garbage. All I have left is 
)) what I am wearing.” 
Sheryl said the police were called and 
| ‘treated her very well. “They said I should 
| appeal the trespassing charge. They took 
| \me to the Trailways Inn, the place where 
my mother and me are staying.” 


By Linda Dumont 


eae 






Cheryl Kopp — photo by Linda Dumont = 
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Street Co-op was on hand with the use of were going on to more secure housing were _driver’s license and get a job, I hope to 
three trucks and the Bissell Centre van to saddened by the break up of their group. move into Elizabeth House. I’ve lived here 
| help residents with the move. The last Dean Cardinal, who was dubbed the mayor for three anda half months. For the last 
~ woman, who had been living at Tent City of Tent City, moved into Urban Manor five couple of months, it’s been pretty quiet 
since May, had acquired so much stuff that days before the camp was shut down, but since they moved all the rowdies out.” 
_ she was unable to move all of it. She had to came every day to keep an eye on things. Young, however, had mixed feelings 
sort through everything, and was finally Another camper, Curtis Jahns was also about living in a shelter. She said, “I lived 
moved by 4:30 p.m. After the last of the moving to Urban Manor. He said he owned __ in Tent City for a month and a half. It was 
campers moved out, a front-end loader four tents, and was going to give two of like camping. I will lose everything one I go 
cleared the lot of debris and other signs of them to others who would be camping in into the shelter. I am hoping to at least 
- habitation, the blue picnic table was the river valley. keep my tent.” 
smashed and disposed of in the dumpster, Erica Price and Dawn Young were Both Dawn Cardinal was also offered shelter 
and the gate was locked on the empty lot. moving into temporary shelter at the space at WEAC, but refused go. “Why 
The lot will remain fenced and empty until Women’s Emergency Accommodation should I go there and lose all my stuff?” she 
it is designated for other use. Centre (WEAC). Price was hopeful about the asked. “ I'll be going to the River Valley.” 
There were mixed feelings among the move. She said, “It will give me a chance to 
campers leaving the site. Even those who get my act together. Then once I can get my by Linda Dumont 


| Seniors Rent - Too High! 


i 


‘i My good friend Lucy, a senior living ina one bedroom apartment, but the amount 

"west end apartment, was given notice paid for a mortgage on condo! When Lucy 

September 1st that her rent is going up in moved into this complex, her landlord was / 
three months. She was already paying only giving her a sudsized rate of only $525.00 a 
$670.00 a month for a one bedroom apart- month, then rasied the rent to $670. 
ment, but the rent is being raised to Lucy has applied for a government sub- 
$900.00 a month as of December 1. sidy to help with rent, however, as of Sept. 

Lucy is a senior needing hip surgery, 19, after two years of waiting, she was told 

who lives on a CCP pension and another her application was refused. Lucy has now 
small retirement pension, coming to approx- contacted her MLA Kevin Taft to step in and 
imately $1200.00 a month. If Lucy has to see if he can get some type of subsidy for 
pay $900.00 a month plus utilities, food her. If this cannot be done, as of Dec. 1, 


and all of her other bills she will be left with 2007, whether or not Lucy has had her hip 

no money to live on. She will have to move surgery, she will have to find look for a 

into a cheaper apartment or shared housing. cheaper place to live in a city, where there is 
Lucy was not told that she was living in 1% rental vacancy and rental prices are only 


a condo when she moved into this apart- for rich persons working for oil companies! 

ment five years ago. Nine hundred dollars a 

month is not a rate for a senior to pay for a By Norma Harms Right: Lucy 
Sten Fis ka ITT Da Pe ee ee ic le 
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Letter to Ray 


The author of this letter to Ray Danyluk, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, likes to share his views with the 
honourable ladies and gentlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. This is one of his correspondences. Watch for further samples 


in future issues of ESN 


P= Ray, 


Well it was a tough call to know who to 
write this month. Your pal Ted Morton nearly 
got my pen going in his direction with the 
creation of provincial Hunting Day. That is 
indeed a stroke of genius. The only thing 
more fun would have been to declare a day of 
free angling at Marie Lake so it could be 
fished out and then there’d be no more rea- 
son for all the fuss about the seismic work 
there that got him in such stormy waters last 
month. Yessir, Hunting Day. Get everyone 
paying attention to the important things, the 
grand old values that made this province 
great, nothing like a finger curled around the 
old trigger eager to blast something. 

Many would say the best thing in life is a 
crisp fall morning in the woods waiting to 
blast a hole in some grumpy old moose. You 
aren’t worrying about whether we’re squeez- 
ing enough out of the poor old energy compa- 
nies with higher royalty rates or if the mayor 
of Edmonton is getting enough cash to build 
new sewers when youre in a blind on the 
edge of a slough somewhere, waiting for a 
flight of Canada geese to come honking over 
Continued from page 3 


your head. 

That same genius in getting people refo- 
cused is why in the end I’m writing to you 
and not to Ted. Because clever as Ted’s 
Hunting Day might be, Ray, your wonderfully 
twisted rationale for heading off for a few 
days of fun in the Big Apple is even more 
delicious. Yes, whether it’s a day of hunting 
or a getaway in Manhattan, I’ve got to say 
you guys know that it’s important never to let 
the boring responsibilities of office interfere 
with a good time, and never to fail to distract 
people from big important matters with fluffy 
distractions. 

You had such wonderful years of mentor- 
ing in this with Ralph, skipping out of impor- 
tant debates in the Legislature to get off to 
his fishing lodge or dumping a premiers’ 
planning session to get to the casino. It’s a 
joy to see how well you learned from him. 

Your timing was excellent. Just when the 
endless carping media coverage of the Tent 
City bums was starting to have an effect on 
people, getting a bit of a ripple of worry mov- 
ing that maybe these drunks and thugs and 
lazy no-goods were actually poor disadvan- 
taged people needing some care, courtesy of 
the public purse, you came up with your 


Laws Against Poor Encourage Violence 


National Coalition 
for the Homeless, who was himself formerly 
homeless. 

As it becomes increasingly difficult to 
afford housing, this country is turning to 
jails instead of creating affordable housing. 
These individuals and families are arrested 
for committing Such illegal acts such as sit- — 
ting or standing on sidewalks and napping 
in parks. Whitehead said, "At the national 
level, we see a relationship between munici- 
palities’ efforts to make homelessness a 
crime and the increases in hate crimes and 
violent acts directed at homeless people in 
those cities.” 

Now an ironic thing that makes me 
laugh even is this: The traveling kids (Train 
hoppers and squeegeekids) are usually quite 
scruffy in appearance — that’s the real rea- 
son merchants don’t like them. But the 
drug dealers at River and Osborne on the 
northeast corner in Winnipeg usually 
appear comparatively neat and clean. Now, 
would you expect that a drug dealer is some- 
one more ‘undesirable’ to the ‘public’ than 
someone who is merely scruffy in appear- 
ance? The police and merchants, of course, 
who follow the Darwinian law of the jungle 
don’t see it that way, however. Apparently 
merchants and cops don’t mind if dealers 
sell drugs to your children as long as 
they’re clean and not an eyesore. If they 
draw consumers into the village — they’re 
good for business! After all, we have to keep 
the industries of misery busy, too, eh? 

To them, what’s good for business is 
good for society at large. Yes, the cops do 
their little annual drug ‘sweep’ each year or 
so. But it is just a token really. 

So you see drug dealers being totally 
ignored by the cops while at the same time 


Bruce Miller 


0 ByaWan sXe brstoyetroset@) (cis lejes| 


#207 10110-124 St 
Edmonton AB T5N 1P6 


Phone: 455-7979 Fax: 455-2197 


edmonton.glenora@assembly.ab.ca 
http://www.brucemiller.ca 


Your voice in Alberta's Legislative Assembly 








and in the same location even, the cops 
aggressively hounding and badgering a 
group of individuals (all afternoon!) who are 
merely dirty in appearance! -- In other words 
— poor looking. No less than four ‘two man’ 
cars were tied up in this harassment, which 
I witnessed one day. No wonder it takes 


them four hours to arrive at a break-in in 


progress at a senior citizen’s home! The 
worst law they might have been breaking at 
the time was ‘drinking liquor in public’, and 
if the cops were to bother them for that it 
would have been really ridiculous, especiaaly 
since there are at any one time dozens of 
drunk/semi-drunk/ soon-to-be 
drunk/impaired yuppies sitting at ter- 
races out-of-doors in the village till 2 a.m. 
then spilling into the street where they 
assault each other and others too...including 
panhandlers. 

Who are the real criminals? You tell me! 


By Rod Graham In Winnipeg 


great fact-finding mission to the Great White 
Way. 

It was a beautifully executed end run. 
Before too many people could start to realize 
there are a lot of organizations around 
Alberta with good ideas to deal with housing 
problems, practical proposals that would 
address all sorts of the issues that affect dif- 
ferent people in effective and efficient ways, 
and that the only thing missing is the money 
to act on their ideas, you reframed everything 
and let us all know the only way to have any 
chance of dealing with this serious problem 
is to have a ministerial visit to a fancy place 
like New York, to learn from them. And if 
along the way it might be necessary to check 
out a few fancy restaurants and night clubs, 
or maybe a Yankees game, well, a guy can 
only do so much visiting of affordable hous- 
ing developments and emergency shelters 
without needing a bit of recreation-- and 
there’s no where to go hunting in New York. 

Ray, you've got that seat-of-the-pants ad 
hoc approach to leadership down to a tee. 
Not only did you manage to ignore the calls 
of the Affordable Housing Task Force this 
spring for such boring things as a long term 
plan to deal with housing, you also got on 
with the much more sensible approach to 
dealing with a problem by coming up with 
some simplistic band aid that could be stuck 
on and offer a half-assed excuse for an 
answer until it falls off. A comprehensive 
multi-year plan is about as exciting as 
watching bread rise. But coming back from a 
fancy place like New York spouting the latest 
fad jargon of “Housing First” or some such 
slogan that has about as much substance as 
a cream puff but lots of superficial impres- 
sive rhetoric—now that’s smart. 

And so you get my prize for the summer’s 
best slight of hand by an Alberta cabinet 
minister. Just make sure you get that “I 
heart NY” sticker you bought applied right 
side up on your motorcycle helmet. And 
swing by and take a look at that wonderful 
fenced up empty lot where all those filthy 
campers have now been cleared out—there 
must be some fancy thing the province could 
do with that. With the Brownlee Building 
already there maybe we could put up our 
own version of the World Trade Towers.... 


Give my regards to Broadway, 


Ted White 


Hugh MacDonald, MLA 
Edmonton-Gold Bar 


Constituency Office 
Edmonton Gold Bar 


#102, 7024 — 101 Avenue, NW 

Edmonton, Alberta T6A 0H7 
Tel: 414-1015 
Fax: 414-1017 


e-mail: hugh.macdonald @assembly.ab.ca 
website: www.liberalopposition.com 
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Two raves and 
a rant: Notes on 
news and views 
from the local 
press 













Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprecedent- 
ed wealth. 


Lakehead University sets an example 


If you use public transit in Edmonton, 
you may have noticed a series of bus ads 
promoting a website called dosomething- 
now.ca. There are four ads, each with a sepa- 
rate photo: two people sleeping together on 
the street; a polar bear floating precariously 
on a tiny Arctic ice pan; a child carrying a 
semi-automatic weapon; and a mass of float- 
ing garbage. Two checkboxes are superim- 
posed on each photo, one labelled “Do some- 
thing,” the other “Do nothing.” There is no 
other text, except for the web address, 
www.dosomethingnow.ca. Very effective. 

So effective, in fact, that went to the web- 
site to find out who was behind the cam- 
paign. I discovered, to my great surprise and 
even greater delight, that the website belongs 
to Lakehead University, in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario. 

Imagine that: There is still at least one 
Canadian university that is not afraid (in 
fact, it seems to be proud) to recruit students 
by appealing to their social consciences—and 
their specific concerns about homelessness, 
climate change, 

Now imagine this: a university in Alberta 
that uses the same strategy to recruit stu- 
dents. 

Don’t feel bad, I couldn’t think of one 
either. It’s the would-be entrepreneurs, fin- 
anciers, oil-industry wheelers and dealers, 
nano-technologists, and engineers that we 
cater to here. 

j Don’t misunderstand me: There’s nothing 

“ wrong with the idea of students preparing 
themselves to work in commerce, industry, 
and the sciences. But I’d like to think they 
would take their educations in an environ- 
ment that acknowledges social issues and 
treats them with respect and imagination, 
not just through programs in the social sci- 
ences but in preparation for all disciplines. 
After all, it isn’t just workers in the social 
services and other do-gooder professions who 
will in the long run make a difference in our 
willingness and ability to deal with the many 
social issues that plague us at home and 
abroad. Doctors, lawyers, engineers, teach- 
ers, professors, even holders of MBA 
degrees—to name just a few of the many pro- 
fessionals who get their training at universi- 
ties—will also have to be involved. In fact, the 
do-gooders may never succeed unless the 
other educated professionals support them 
and their goals. 

The folks in charge a Lakehead University 
seem to get it. Bravo. 


Give bottle-pickers a break 


(I can’t remember where I read this news, 
but trust me, I did not make it up. But even if I 
did, it’s still a good idea.) 

A lobby group for Alberta’s bottle depots 
wants the province to raise the recycling fee 
we pay when we buy beverages in glass and 
plastic bottles, cans, and tetra-paks to some- 
thing like 25 cents per container. 

The reason the province makes us pay 
recycling deposits is to encourage us to 
return the beverage containers we use to a 
recycling depot for refund. The policy has two 
goals: to reduce the amount of waste that 
goes into landfills, and to increase the 
amount of metal, glass, and plastic available 
for recycling. Raising the deposit/refund 
would provide a greater incentive to recycle 
beverage containers 

Increasing the deposit charge would 
cause some pain at the checkout counter, 
but that could be offset by recovering the 
deposit at a bottle depot. 

For those who can afford to forgo the 
deposit, or who can’t be bothered to collect 
the refund, there is always the option of 
pitching their containers into the garbage— 
where they can be collected and returned to 
a bottle depot by the dozens (if not hundreds) 


of poor and homeless people who comb our 
streets and alleys for recyclable and pawn- 
able items. 

A higher recycling fee could be a boon 
and a blessing to bottle-pickers everywhere. 
It would make it possible for them to 
increase their income significantly at modest 
or negligible cost to the rest of us. 

Bottle-pickers don’t get much respect in 
our society. It is easy to pity or look down on 
them. But remember this, bottle-pickers pro- 
vide a necessary and valuable service to the 
community and the economy—a service that 
most of us are happy (if we think about it) to 
pay them for with deposit refunds. 

It can be easy to suggest that it is the job 
of governments and social agencies to sup- 
port the poor and homeless in other ways 
than by forcing or expecting them to clean 
up after us. True enough, as far as that 
argument goes. But we know that there are 
among the homeless people whose psycho- 
logical, behavioural, and addictions problems 
make it difficult or impossible for government 
and agencies to serve or support them effec- 
tively. Yet they can and do support them- 
selves enough to meet urgent needs by bot- 
tle-picking—which is, I repeat, a necessary 
and valuable service to the community, 
enough so that the work deserves respect 
and a respectable wage. 

We also know that there are some poor, 
particularly seniors, who do not qualify for as 
much community support as they need or 
who for reasons of pride and a desire for 
independence do not want to ask for it. I 
often see such people, many of them from 
immigrant communities, picking bottles from 
downtown trash cans and carrying small 
bags of containers on the bus. They too are 
contributing to the community. They too 
deserve respect and respectable compensa- 
tion for the work they do for us. 

Is 25 cents per container too much for us 
to pay for the potential benefits? I don’t think 
so. 

Is our provincial government likely to 
seriously consider raising the container 
deposit that high? Probably not. 

Too bad. 

Send a message to your MLA. Demand a 
miracle. 


Reverse panhandling is still an invasion 


It started with the Metro newspaper: 
green-bibbed pushers offered free newspa- 
pers on street corners and in LRT stations at 
morning and afternoon rush hours. Now the 
virus has spread to the Edmonton Sun, 
whose red-bibbed pushers have started to 
compete with the Metro crew in key loca- 
tions. How long will it before be before the 
Journal deploys blue-bibbed pushers and 
Metro’s competitors among the free newspa- 
pers—24 Hours, Rush Hour, Vue, See—fol- 
low suit? 

Scary to think of, isn’t it? 

One thing I’ve learned from the giveaway 
onslaught is that it is just as annoying as 
conventional panhandling. It has become 
clear to me that the reason panhandlers can 
be annoying is not that they ask for some- 
thing; it’s more that they invade my space. 
Which explains why newspaper pushers who 
offer to give me something rather than try to 
get something from me still annoy me. They 
invade my space. And I resent it. 

It would be different if they stood quietly 
in place and waited for me to come to them 
(as vendors of this newspaper and Our Voice 
generally do). But that seems to be too pas- 
sive for our rash of newspaper pushers. They 
get in my way. They often get in my face. And 
they push their papers at me. They are most- 
ly polite and good-natured. I appreciate that. 
But it doesn’t help. They invade my space. To 
me they are panhandlers in reverse. Surely 
the city could use its bylaws to curb their 
enthusiasm. Not stop them, mind, just make 
them follow the same rules as panhandlers. 


Cowardy, cowardy custard 


It goes without saying—or should—that 
an MLA who accepts a job a minister in the 
provincial cabinet serves all of the province, 
not just a constituency. For a minister to 
duck an invitation to participate in public 
discussion of an important issue that mat- 
ters to all Albertans with the excuse that he 
has work to do in his constituency is, at 
best, an indication of misplaced priorities or, 
at worst, simple cowardice. 

Meet Service Alberta Minister Lloyd 
Snelgrove (and MLA for Vermillion 


Lloydminster), coward. According to a story 
in The Edmonton Journal (Zwozdesky stands 
in for Minister, September 25) Snelgrove 
declined to take part in a press conference to 
open Right-to-Know Week (September 28 to 
October 5) with, among others, Information 
Commissioner Frank Work (who has been 
known from time to time to criticize the 
province’s approach to access to government 
information). 

Access to government is not a trivial 
issue in a democracy. A minister responsible 
for that area of governance surely has a 
responsibility to speak and stand for his 
department’s and his government’s policies 
and actions. But Minister Snelgrove thought 
he had better things to do in his constituen- 
cy. 

Gene Zwozdesky, the associate minister 
for capital planning, will stand in for 
Snelgrove. But Zwozdesky has no responsi- 
bilities or authority in the area of access to 
information. We have to wonder why he is a 
better choice than Snelgrove to speak for the 
government on this issue. 

The answer may be that Zwozdesky is no 
coward. He puts his foot in his mouth from 
time to time (most recently when he tried to 
defend the government’s funding policy for 
Calgary and Edmonton), but he shows up. 
He takes his stand. And when his stand is 
not as smart as it could be, he takes his 
lumps. 

There may be a lesson there for the cow- 
ardly Mr. Snelgrove. 

Full disclosure: I have from time to time 
in my career as an employee and contractor 
with the Alberta Public Affairs Bureau, 
worked for (but not with) Minister 
Zwozdesky. Those days are long gone and 
will not come my way again. 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Time For a New Consulate 


It is time for the establishment of a Ukrainian Consulate in 
Edmonton. While Ukraine has honourary consuls in Winni- 
peg and Vancouver, a consulate in Edmonton could better 
serve the hundreds of thousands of people of Ukrainian 
descent in the western provinces. After Ukraine and Rus- 
sia, Canada has the third largest Ukrainian population in 
the world. At present full consular services for Ukrainians 
are available only through the embassy in Ottawa or the 
consulate in Toronto. 


Edmonton with its large Ukrainian population would seem 
to be a logical choice for a Ukrainian consulate. His Excel- 
lency lhor Ostash, the Ukrainian Ambassador, indicated in 
a visit to Edmonton in March he would support the estab- 
lishment of such a consulate. Support for the idea has also 
come from the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Edmonton 
branch, and Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach. 


A consulate would help protect the interests of Ukraine in 
Western Canada and facilitate tourist traffic both to and 
from Ukraine. It would also further the development of 
commercial, economic, cultural and scientific relations be- 
tween Ukraine and Canada. 


The ties between the two countries are strong and his- 
toric, from the wave of Ukrainian immigrants to Canada in 
the early part of the 20' century, to the appointment of a 
Ukrainian descendent (Ray Hnatyshyn) as Governor Gen- 
eral, to the fact Canada was the first Western nation to 
recognize Ukraine's sovereignty in 1991. 


With more than 125,000 residents of Ukrainian descent, 
the Edmonton area has more citizens of Ukrainian extrac- 
tion than Winnipeg, about twice as many Calgary and 
about the same number as Vancouver, Regina and Saska- 
toon combined. Therefore it seems to me establishing a 
Ukrainian consulate in Edmonton would be the logical next 
step in the growing relationship between the two countries. 


What do you think? 





495-3261 


www.petergoldring.ca 
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Can't | ind Edmonton Street News 


on the street? 


Get a years subscription for $30. 
Send your cheque or money order to: 


Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 


9533-106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H OS9 


faa Yes, Please send me Edmonton Street News. 
Name 

Address 

City tik 1 ee Ovince 
Postal Code 

Telephone 
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Keep Edmonton Street News on the Street. 
Become a sponsor. 

Edmonton Street News provides employment for those who are margin- 

)] alized by poverty through publication of a newspaper that is sold on the 
1] street by vendors. Vendors purchase papers for 50 cents a copy, then sell 

)] them for the price of a donation. 

Edmonton Street News is produced by a group of volunteers. Money is 

> | needed to pay for printing costs.and to cover other expenses such as ven- 

dor badges, stamps, envelopes, gas, printer cartridges, bank fees, etc. 
























Earn Money 


Sell Edmonton Street News 





| We are looking for monthly sponsors and other donations to cover these 
| expenses. 
(-] I want to donate $600 to cover printing costs for one month, 

















To sign up as a vendor 
or to buy papers, 
contact 
Linda Dumont at 428-0805 
9533-106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
or see Glen on the street Vendor Dale Ferris 











[_] 1 want to donate $ per month to help pay for 
production costs. 
The names of all donors will be published in the December issue each 
year unless donors wish to remain anonymous. 
Our vendors are depending on you. 
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Please send donations to: 
Edmonton Street News Society 
9533 - 106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H 1C5 





November 4 
2-7PM 


TransAlta Arts Barns 
10330 - 84 Avenue, Edmonton AB nt Re i 
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www.homefest.ca 





